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)

Transferred From Federal
Government Use

REPLY COMMENTS
OF THE
UNITED STATES TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION

The United States Telephone Association (USTA) respectfully
submits its reply to the comments filed December 19, 1994 in the
above-referenced proceeding.

In its comments, USTA supported Southwestern Bell’s proposal
to utilize the 2390-2400 MHz band paired with the 2300-2310 MHz
band for the provision of wireless local loop service.

Assignment of a paired allocation for wireless local loop service
would provide new service to many rural customers and improved
service options for even more customers.' A paired allocation

is necessary to eliminate the need to utilize Time Division
Duplex technology.”

USTA urged the Commission to consider the public interest
value of the variocus proposals for the reallocated gpectrum at
issue in this proceeding. The record does not support any
proposal for use of this wvaluable frequency resource that

compares in public interest value to that of the wireless local

‘See, for example, TDS at 4.

’Southwestern Bell at Appendix A and Bell Atlantic at 5.
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loop recommended by Southwestern Bell and supported by USTA and
many exchange carriers. Access to spectrum for wireless local
loop would provide a new opportunity to offer telephone service
at a lower cost. This would benefit all telephone service
customers and would strongly support and further the availability
of universal service.

As USTA pointed out, exchange carriers requested allocation
of spectrum for the provision of Bagic Exchange Telephone Service
(BETRS) . Exchange carriers have proven their willingness to
utilize radio frequency resources and have demonstrated the
feasibility of radio-based technology for the provision of
exchange carriers services. While exchange carriers have
utilized the BETRS resource to the extent possible, the
allocation and conditiong imposed on it have made it inadequate
to the demand for exchange carrier service.'’

Several commenters expressed concern regarding terrestrial
use of this allocation because of the potential interference with
radio astronomy activities.® Certainly uncontrolled use of this
spectrum for communications with aircraft or for links between
satellites and ground stations has a greater potential to cause
interference with such activities. Wireless local loop would
involve communications over relatively short distances between

fixed terrestrial points, in many cases utilizing directional

3NYNEX at 3, Rochester at 2, U 8 WEST at 4, Bell Atlantic at
3 and TDS at 3.

‘National Resgearch Council at 7 and Cornell at 1-2.
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antennae and low power. These conditions will substantially
eliminate any possible interference. However, exchange carriers
could cooperate with the Commission to develop rules to prohibit
interference with passive radio astronomy activities.

USTA shares the concerns expressed by commenters regarding
amateur radio use of these frequencies. It may be possible to
accommodate some amateur use of this spectrum coincident with
primary use for wireless local loop. In order to achieve the
maximum public interest benefits, the allocation must be to
wireless local loop on a primary basis, with accommodations as
may be possible to protect amateur radio uses.

USTA continues to recommend allocation of the 2390-2400 MHz
and 2300-2310 MHz bandwidths to wireless local loop on a primary
basis.

Respectfully submitted,

UNIT STATES TELEPHO, ASSOCIATION

By

Mary McDermott
Vice President and General
Counsel

Linda Kent
Associate General Counsel

1401 H Street, NW, Suite 600

Washington, D. C. 20005
(202) 326-7248

January 3, 1995
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